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NAMES PROPOSED FOR  THE NEW SCHOOL IN THE SPRING LAKE AREA 

1. Ada Lovelace: Mathematician, first computer programmer  (2)                     

2. Adriana Ocampo: Planetary Geologist and science program manager at Nasa 
(2) 

3. Albert Estrada: Albert Estrada was a Woodland resident, attended Woodland 
schools and served in the Korean War 

4. Asima Chatterjee: Chemist whose findings led to breakthrough in chemo 
therapy, anti-malarial and epilepsy medications 

5. Benjamin Leroy Holt: American inventor who patented and manufactured the 
first practical crawler-type tread tractor called Caterpillar 

6. Bill Nye: A science educator and an engineer 

7. Bloom Elementary: Benjamin Samuel Bloom was an American educational 
psychologist 

8. Carl F. Theile Elementary: He spent the next 50-plus years as a firefighter, with 
the last 25 years of his career as chief of Spring Lake Fire Department in 
Woodland 

9. Carl Sagan: Astronomy scientist who introduced the mysteries of the universe 
to the public through his amazing TV program Cosmos 

10. Cassie Reimer: A local educator. She taught at Esparto Elementary, Zamora 
Elementary and Lee Middle School 

11. Dan Bellini Elementary: Chief Dan Bellini has been with the Woodland Police 
Department since 1985 

12. Dorothy Vaughan: Mathematician at NACA (became NASA) 

13. Dr. Antonia Novello: 14th General Surgeon of the U.S. (2) 

14. Dr. Charles A Fuller Elementary School: Professor within the Neurobiology 

15. Dr. Marie Maynard Daly Elementary School: first African-American woman in 
the United States to earn a PhD in chemistry 

16. Dr. Patricia Bath: Inventor, Doctor, Educator. Developed laser tool used to 
treat eye disorders and visual impairment 

17. Elizabeth Blackwell: First Female Physician 

18. Ellen Ochoa: Engineer and former astronaut (2) 

19. Eric Stanley: Eric was an employee of WJUSD in the technology department 
for 7 years until he passed away in 2013  
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20. France Anne Dominic Cordova: American astrophysicist and administrator 

21. Frank Cobos (no biographical information provided) 

22. Fred Fuchslin Elementary School: Fred Fuchslin was a native of Woodland and 
a graduate of district schools 

23. Georgette Yakman Elementary School: Georgette Yakman is the founding 
researcher and creator of STEAM (3) 

24. Grace Hopper: Mathematician (2) 

25. Hedy Lamarr Elementary School: Film Actor, Actor, Inventor, Classic Pin-Ups 

26. Isabel Allende: Author, Writer 

27. J. Neil Rutger: Research Geneticist 

28. Jane Goodall: Activist, Scientist, Animal Rights Activist, Scientist 

29. Jill Tarter: American astronomer 

30. John Maeda: American executive, designer, and technologist 

31. Julia Morgan:  American architect in California 

32. Katherine Johnson: Mathematician 

33. Kathleen McConnell: Kathleen McConnell worked for Drs. Fairchild and 
Blevens at the Woodland Sanitarium 

34. Leonardo da Vinci: Artist, Mathematician, Inventor, Writer (2) 

35. Luz Rivas: Entrepreneur and Founder & executive director of DIY girls, an 
organization aimed at increasing girls interest and success in tech and 
engineering 

36. Lydia Lawhead - Lydia Lawhead was a Woodland educator early in the 20th 
century.  

37. Mae C. Jemison: Astronaut and Physician (3) 

38. Maria Sibylla Merian: German-born naturalist and scientific illustrator 

39. Mary Claire King Elementary School: American Cancer Society Research 
Professor 

40. Mary Jackson: Scientist, Mathematician 

41. Matilde Montoya: The first female physician in Mexico 

42. Maya Angelou: Author, Activist, Civil Rights Activist, Poet 

43. Mina Spiegel Rees: American Mathematician 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomer
https://www.famousbirthdays.com/profession/entrepreneur.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naturalist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illustrator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physician
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematician
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44. Neil C. Roberts Elementary: Mr. Roberts grew up in Woodland and in 
becoming and being a US Navy Seal part of Devgru 

45. Rachel Carson Elementary: Academic, Environmental Activist, Biologist, 
Activist, Scientist, Scientist, Journalist 

46. Srinivasa Ramanujan: Mathematician  

47. Rick Gonzales, Sr. Elementary School: Information provided -  Mr. Gonzales 
contributed and continues to contribute to the Concilio of Yolo County 
Scholarship Program which helps Latino Youth in Yolo County to pursue higher 
education in the STEAM topics of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Math.   

48. Rosalind Franklin: Chemist, Scientist, Scientist 

49. Sameera Moussa: Egyptian Nuclear Scientist 

50. Shirley Ann Jackson: Physicist 18th President of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute 

51. Spring Lake Elementary: the below reasons were submitted (8) 
- It's related to the neighborhood and is what most people have been calling 

the school 
- It's more appropriate to name it after the neighborhood where it's located 

(and largely paid for, by Spring Lake residents).   
- Springlake STEAM Elementary, the School is located in the Springlake area. 

Springlake, historical farming and nature-related to this geographical area 
- Spring Lake School, This of course is where it is located in Woodland. Don't 

know where others schools are because there name has nothing to do 
w/area they are in.   

- It’s in the neighborhood! 

52. Sylvia Earle: American marine biologist, explorer, author, and lecturer 

53. Tony Diaz: Tony was a Yolo County Sheriff’s Deputy for four years.  He lost his 
life while on duty during a traffic stop in 2008.   

54. Wanda Diaz-Merced: Astronomer 

55. Wayne Ginsburg: Vice President of Visit Yolo and active community member 
 

Note: The bold numbers reflect the number of times a name was proposed in the new Spring Lake area.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_biologist

